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On behalf of the board, please 
welcome Kareem Mansouri to 
the BCSDAA Board. We are 
looking forward to working with 
Kareem on coming activities and 
projects.  

Welcome aboard, Kareem! 

New Addition to BCSDAA 
Board 
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Not Alumni member? 
Please contact Jeanne at 
bcsdareunion2015@gmail.com  

with your starting and 
ending enrolment dates 

at school anywhere in BC

BCSDAA  
5455 Rumble Street 

Burnaby, BC 
V5J 2B7 

Questions about Alumni - 
please contact Dan 
dlecours@shaw.ca  

or Diana 
dianatarchuk@shaw.ca 
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Jascine: When you were offered the job at BCSD, how 
did you feel?  

Cathy: Felt honored, always wanted to come back to 
my homeland, Canada, because I was born and raised 
in Canada. When I realized I was the first Deaf princi-
pal, I was floored and inspired. I love working in the 
school setting and I love working with children. I was 
surprised when I was told that I am the FIRST DEAF 
PRINCIPAL EVER in over 100 years of the Deaf 

school's operation.  

Jascine : Wow, I can see in your 
eyes that children are truly your 
passion. We are very fortunate to 
have someone like you working 
with the children of our future. 
What was your reaction when you 
found out you were our first BCSD 
Deaf Principal? 

Cathy: PAH!! What’s next? Hopefully there will be 
more opportunities for our Deaf community and create 

opportunities for growth for Deaf teachers and adminis-
trators. We need more leadership from our Deaf teacher 
and the administrative level for children to follow and 
look up to. It is crucial that we provide role models for 
our Deaf and Hard of Hearing children. The Ripple Ef-
fect of Leadership will start from Teachers and admin-
istrators serving as 
Deaf role models. Chil-
dren will receive the 
message that they can 
chase and capture their 
dreams. I want them to 
see that they CAN DO 
IT whatever they want 
to do in their future. 
When they see our ac-
complishments in our 
careers; they will find 
the confidence and de-
sire to find their own 
accomplishments.  

By: Jascine Peterson 







Update on Grey Cup Fundraising Event

Thank you, BCSDAA board members, for making the event a SUCCESS! Jascine Peterson, 
Brian Sawyer, Jeanne Durnion, Doug Lambert, Diana Tarchuk, Roxy Mayall, and Kareem 

Mansouri  did the amazing work!! Well done, my fellas! 

Please help me thank the following companies for their generous donations: 
Canadian Tire, BC Lions, Home Depot, Boston Pizza, Coast Capital Savings, President 

Choice Superstore, London Drugs, Starbucks, Subway, Quiznos, Cactus Cafe Club, 
McDonald’s, TD Bank, Staples and Best Buy. 

Last but not least, thank you fans for your support towards the event - MANY THANKS!!! 

We had 74 people attended in their spirits rooting for either Ottawa Redblacks and 
Calgary Stampeders. There were 21 door prizes and 50/50 draw. Everyone had a GREAT 

time. 

Dan, 
BCSDAA President



 

BCSD Reunion 

May 28 – 30, 2020 
Please check BCSDAA Facebook and DeafBC.ca in the late Spring for 

the exciting details! 

“Though our branches grow 

 in different directions,  

our Deaf roots remain as one.” 
 

Save the Date! 

Everyone is welcome! The reunion is an exciting opportunity to meet the past 
and current Deaf, Hard of Hearing and Deafblind students who attended 
school anywhere in BC. Those who have never attended school in BC are 

also welcome.  

 
 BCSD Reunion 

 



 

    

BCSD Alumni Reunion Fundraising 

DEAF POKER NIGHT 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 25TH 
 

RICHMOND CURLING LOUNGE 
5540 HOLLYBRIDGE WAY 

RICHMOND, BC 
 

MUST BE 19 & OLDER 
DOOR OPENS AT 6:30PM 

GAME STARTS AT 7:00PM 
BUY-IN - $65.00 

OPEN CASH BAR 
APPETIZERS WILL BE PROVIDED 

D E A D L I N E  F O R  S I G N  U P /  
P R E - P A Y :  M A Y  2 2 N D  

 
C O N T A C T  P A O L O  S E R E N A  F O R   

E - T R A N S F E R  –
P A O L O R E U N I O N 2 0 2 0 @ G M A I L . C O M  

 
N O N - T R A N S F E R A B L E / N O N - R E F U N D A B L E   

The fundraising will help cover the BCSD Reunion 2020 costs. Hope 

to see you there. Thank you for your support. 



Kareem: What is your name and where do you originally come from?
Dalong: My name is Dalong Houang and I was born 
and raised in beautiful Vancouver, BC.

Kareem: Were you born Deaf?
Dalong: Yes, I was born fully Deaf.

Kareem: How did you experience making sushi or 
poke bowl?
Dalong: My personality is I love to make something 
that is healthy which is part of my culture. I love to 
eat fish and slice any fish.

Kareem: Why did you decide to open this 
restaurant?
Dalong: When my step-mom and dad visited Hawaii 
and tried Poke bowls made by our Hawaiian 
relatives, they fell in love with this fresh, healthy and 
delicious food, so they thought about me opening this 
restaurant. Last Summer, I had a family reunion at 
my home and I made a lot of sushi, my whole family 
ate the whole thing and there were no leftovers!

Kareem: What are your goals for this restaurant?
Dalong: My goals are a little difficult and challenging because I am thinking about opening 
another restaurant in a different area, hiring new people or trying to get our own food truck for 
whenever there is an event. Before, my parents tried to get me my own business because I was 
good at making sushi for 8 years in Downtown Vancouver, so I decided to open this restaurant 
and many people enjoyed it. That's how my previous goals worked out! Hope I will see a good 
future with my business and achieve my present goals.

Dalong - BCSD 2006

Alumni Spotlight 
by Kareem Mansouri

Do you have a story to share for next newsletter?  
Please contact dianatarchuk@shaw.ca 
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